12th August 2019

[bookmark: _GoBack] Dear Black Economy Committee 

I am so extremely concerned by what I have just discovered is this subversive effort on the governments part to restrict our use of cash. My question is why? Do we not have any freedoms left at all that we can not save up our hard earned money, not put it into a bank but save it up under our beds if we wish and then pay for the things we need in cash?  I admit that to save up ten or twenty thousand takes some time for most, but the pleasure of being able to buy your first car straight from your cash reserves, or a deposit on a house or holiday, or just to help out your family who may be struggling and have that cash on hand to do so is a real achievement and brings one a sense of real pride.  I have always prided myself on being able to save and save hard for those things I wanted. 

Why are we being pushed towards a cashless society? Why are we being forced to use banks and credit cards if we do not see a need for it?  My biggest concern is for the elderly people who do not have need of credit cards like my own mother. It is unbelievable to me just how much she is not able to do without having one, but even so, not being able to book a flight, a hire car, a hotel room because of not having a credit card should not force one in to having to apply for one. I see the exact same thing happening here now with what you are attempting to do,  by restricting us to how much cash we can use in any one transaction.  Do you really believe you have a right to this level of control?  

This is a clear sign that our freedoms are being ripped from us one by one and I do not consent to being forced to live under such draconian rules set in place by greedy governments who are clearly not there for the good of the people and for healthy vibrant societies. 

I do not at all believe that this measure is to curb crime, this is an attack on the citizens of this country in an ever tightening police state where our rights to protest to protect our future are being ripped away,  where it looks like we are soon to follow China into an all encompassing surveillance state, where all hope is lost in the political process because journalist can no longer do their jobs, where information is hidden from the public, where whistle blowers have no protections and where deals like this are done in the dark alleys away from the prying eyes of the oblivious citizens of this country.     

I do not consent to my use of cash being restricted in this way. 

Sincerely yours 
Chloe McGovern

